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The objectives of this study are to create a method for teaching the
principle melody of Thai stringed instruments and to use the new teaching
method to improve the melody elaboration skill of students majoring in
stringed instruments.

The research methods include a pretest to classify the students in the
experimental and the control groups based on their knowledge and skill in
melody elaboration. Next, the teaching method of Thai principle melody
developed by the researcher was implemented to the experimental group. The
teaching method was divided into nine consecutive units. The regular teaching
method as specified in the curriculum was used with the control group. After
the lessons, a post-test was administered, and the results of the two groups
were compared using T-test.

Results indicate that the students who were taught by the method
created by the researcher have shown more progress in terms of knowledge
and skill in melody elaboration as suggested by the post-test ;ean score (X)
which was higher than the pretest mean score. Moreover, when the progresses
of the two groups were compared, it was found that the post-test mean scores
of the two groups were statistically different at p < 0.05. It can be concluded
that the students which were taught by the method created by the researcher
had made more progress in terms of knowledge and skill related to melody

elaboration than the students receiving the regular teaching method.
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